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The National Historic Preservation Act also preserves archaeological sites that would have 
originally been destroyed by construction. 
 
When it was determined that Highway 321 (the highway through Townsend) would be 
widened using federal funds, an archaeological survey had to be conducted in order to 
determine if any archaeological remains were located within the proposed roadway.    
 
(Image AIPI:2)  
Archaeological surveys were taken along Highway 321 to determine if there were any 
archaeological remains. 
 
From February, 1999 through August, 2001 archaeologists from the University of Tennessee 
and the Tennessee Division of Archaeology excavated millions of artifacts, and thousands of 
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(Image AIPII11) A hearth after it has been excavated by archaeologists.   
Archaeologists often discover burned plant remains and animal bone, as well as charred 
nuts, beans, and seeds, indicating a hearth’s use in food preparation. 
 
(Image AIPII12) Excavation of one of the hundreds of 3,500 yea









 
Farmers: Mississippian (1000-1600 A.D.) & Cherokee (1600-Present) Right Column 
 







 
Woodland  
Object: Reconstructed Woodland pot from the Townsend Archaeology Project. 



 
  
Pottery Case 3B 
Various pots displayed with labels.   
* Indicates pot is not freestanding but has conical base 
 
Object: Bowl 1’ x 4” (GSMHC collection) 
Object label: Cherokee Bowl.   
 
Object: Pot 1.1” x 11”
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Pottery Case 3D 
Making a Pot  
 
Objects: Clay and tempering material (grit, crushed shell, & crushed limestone/ 3” circle each) 
 







Object label: This scraper, or microtool, has a beveled edge that allowed 



Objects: (1) Base of Case- Mortar & Pestle  





Hunting Technology (Case 4D) 





Housing (Area VA)- Center Main Title  
 
Main Text under title: 
The first houses that were constructed in



Sequoyah: Originator of the Cherokee Syllabary



COSMOLOGY (AREA 6) 
Center Label:   

Cosmology is a culture’s worldview or system of beliefs.  The focus of Cherokee cosmology 
is the concept of balance.  The Cherokee believe that harmony must be maintained in a 

person’s life to ensure peace and health.  If a person becomes unbalanced, they might fall ill 
ve thof balanceObjectsTheus 2during lie



 
Object: ground stone duck pipe #3/163 11” x 5”  
[@ 6:00 position] 
Object label: A stone effigy duck pipe found on an archaeological site in Tennessee.  
Courtesy of Frank H. McClung Museum. 
 



(AREA 6A) 
Seven Clans of the Cherokee-Center main title 



Object: Wolf Clan Mask (5” x 9”) 
Object & Story Label:  



Music & Games (Area VII) – Center Title (4’ 3” w x 4’ 9” h) 
 



 
Story label: Stick Ball, called Anejodi by the Cherokee, is very similar to Lacrosse, an 





Plant specimen: 8” x 11” 
 
Yarrow 
(Image: VIII:5) Photo courtesy of the University of Tennessee Herbarium, Chris A. Fleming 
Story label: 
Ailment: Yarrow flower and leaf tea was used for joint inflammation.  Yarrow is not widely 






