


Mules typically respond to four simple commands: 
 Gee: right turn 
Haw: left turn   
Whoa: stop  
Come up: start 
(Image T3): 



Wooden Skid 
Wooden skids pulled by an ox, mule or horse were a very useful way to move loads, and much less expensive 
than a wagon.  Much like a sled, the skid was built by the farmer at home rather than going to town to buy a 
wagon. 
 
Skids were used for moving firewood, fence rails, rocks for a chimney, crops to the barn, and products to market.   
(Image T7): Man in wooden skid pulled by horse  
  
 

Panel T8 
Mail Wagon circa 1900  
The United States Postal Service established the Rural Free Delivery Service (RFD) in 1896, providing free mail 
service to rural areas for the first time. Prior to 1896, some rural customers had to wait weeks before receiving 
mail. 



Dump Scraper  
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